NTBA
World’s Toughest T-Bucket Riders

We agree to certify a variety of long distance rides. There is no doubt that the documentation requirements for these certifications are tough, but when you put your patch on your jacket, you can rest easy knowing that we don’t just hand these out to anyone. You Earned It!

When the ride is over, you have survived not only a very tough ride; you have the documentation to back up your claims. How many can say that? When you read the following rules, keep in mind that our goal is to see a “Well Documented Ride”. If, for some reason, you could not follow the rules exactly, drop us a line for review of your circumstances. The NTBA will issue Patchs for both the Driver and a Passenger, as long as the passenger completes the whole ride in the T. 

There are five steps to earning a Patch. They are:

1. Choose a Safe Route

2. Get a Start Witness

3. Collect and Track your Receipts

4. Get an End Witness

5. Copy and submit your documentation to the Audit Committee

Since safety is our primary concern, no pre-registration of your ride is needed. Our goal is to give you added flexibility to decide, on any given day, whether the combination of weather and most importantly your attitude are ready for the “Big Ride”.

1. CHOOSE A SAFE ROUTE
In all cases mileage will be verified with either Automap, DeLorms Map N Go,  Map Quest or Rand McNally’s Trip Maker. From a documentation standpoint, the best route is one where you take a straight-line ride from point to point. However, we realize that many drivers cannot devote this kind of time to their ride. With that in mind, you may choose any route you wish using the following guidelines.

If you choose a circular route, you will need to obtain a dated receipt at each directional change 

(Corner) to show that you did not take a short cut. For example: If you choose to ride the circular route of Chicago to St. Louis, MO to Kansas City, KS to Des Moines IA and back to Chicago we would expect to receive receipts from each of those cities in addition to the rules that follow.

If you choose a 500-mile route and then turn around and come back, you must get a dated receipt at the turn around point. For example: If you were to start in Denver CO and ride to Omaha NE and back to Denver we would expect a receipt from Omaha NE in addition to the rules that follow. We strongly discourage and in most cases would reject routes that are repetitive in nature. For Example: We would not accept a claim that you rode five round trips between Daytona Beach FLA and Jacksonville FLA, a distance of only 95 miles.

A safe ride should be your primary goal. The interstate Highway System offers the safest and quickest way to cover the miles. With efficient time management many riders can leave early in the morning and be home in time for a late dinner. 

No pre-registration is needed. We feel this removes the pressure to complete the ride should you become tired or otherwise feel unsafe. While group rides bring with them the Safety of group travel, they can also increase your risk by encouraging you to press on when you might otherwise stop. Group rides can also encourage aggressive driving. Be sure driving styles in your group match your style. When planning your ride, remember that group rides are only as fast as the slowest person in the group is. This can extend your driving day many hours, pushing you toward fatigue. If you are tired, the only option is to stop and go for a ride another day. Ignoring the symptoms of fatigue can be fatal. If you are tired, having a bad day, or facing other hurdles that impact your skills and attention please stop and rest so that you may enjoy another day!

2. GET A START WITNESS

In order to document your ride the NTBA requires that you obtain an eyewitness to document the start of your ride. Witnesses may be a friend (but not one on the ride with you), Spouse, or a gas station attendant who is willing to answer a letter from the NTBA about your start or end time. If a passenger is on the ride with you, please ask your witness to sign a separate form for them also. Make sure you inform potential witnesses that the NTBA will be auditing certain aspects of your ride.  We may send a letter with a copy of the page they signed asking them to verify the information provided. Keep in mind that a witness who does not bother to respond to an audit letter is like having no witness at all. To this extent it is highly recommended that you send a Thank You note to all your witnesses after you complete your ride. Besides, many of them will be waiting to hear how you did! Try to remember that you must act as a salesperson each time you approach someone to sign your log. If someone does not want to provide a home address, suggest a business address. Taking a few minutes to explain your ride to potential witnesses will get them involved. Most people will actually feel honored to sign your witness form. However, attitude plays a key role if someone refuses to sign your log book- Don’t Argue, move on to the next person. 

3. COLLECT AND TRACK RECEIPTS

Before you start you will want to find a gas station that has a receipt with a good time and date on it for the “Start Time”. Fill up your gas tank and obtain a computer printed gas receipt with a Legible Date and Time stamped on it. The following log entries and completed witness forms are mandatory:

Log entries must be made at each stop. A log entry includes the DATE, TIME, LOCATION AND ODOMETER READING. A receipt must accompany each as gas stop and where possible should include a computer generated Date and Time. In order for the Verification Team to account for your time, log entries must be made at each stop. If you stop for a meal, try to obtain a restaurant receipt with a date and time. Some stops will not generate receipts such as rest areas etc. and this is acceptable but be sure to log this information in your trip log. 

If your route includes any toll roads or bridges, where possible try to obtain a receipt. Please note we realize that many toll ways have you riding a few miles and then stopping at a tollgate. Don’t waste your time with the middle ones, but try to get the first and last toll gate receipts where possible and log it with your other receipts.

WARNING: If your T-Bucket is equipped with a large fuel tank, you must stop at least once every 200 miles for documentation purposes.  

At the end of your trip, before the time period is up, obtain a computer printed gas receipt with a legible date and time stamped on it. 

4. END WITNESS

After you get the gas receipt, find at least one eyewitness to document your ending time (Like you did at the start).  

5. PREPARE AND SUBMIT YOUR DOCUMENTATION AND LOG

Find a map (an old or photo copied one is acceptable) and circle the cities you stopped in. Don’t Forget the Start and Ending Points.  This map will assist the person verifying the route. Copy your receipts and number the copies to correspond to your trip log. Copy your witness form and logs.  RETAIN YOUR ORIGINALS! Only send copies.

Send the Copies to:

NTBA, St. Louis Chapter

3002 Woodbridge Creek Dr.

St. Louis, MO  63129

Attn: Tough Riders Committee

After we receive your ride documentation, one of several people will start the verification process. Due to the extensive work involved, it may take a few weeks to process your Certification. After all, That’s what gives your Ride Patch value. It would be very easy for the NTBA to simply take your money and send you a patch, however the value of the entire certification program is in the fact that not just anyone can get the certification! The downside is that this process takes time. We can only offer that when you receive your Certification, you know that not only did you earn it but so has any other driver that you meet with the same certification.

Before we can issue your Certification Patch you may be asked to clarify certain aspects of your ride and or documentation. Should your packet get tagged for that audit, this too may delay the final determination of your claim for the award.

Use the comments section of the Travel Log to tell us about your Trip, if you like!

Trip Time Table

500   Miles
12 Hours

1000 Miles
30 Hours

The cost per trip Certification is $20.00. If your passenger wishes to receive a Patch there will be an additional $10.00 fee. Please make you check payable to St. Louis Chapter, NTBA and mail it to:  





Toughest  T Certification





Attn: Rolla Hessel





3002 Woodbridge Creek Dr.





St. Louis, MO  63129

Travel Safe and enjoy the Challenge!

World’s Toughest T-Bucket Riders

Trip Information / Log

Date:_______________________


Local Time____________________

License #____________________


License State__________________

Beginning Odometer Reading_______________

Name_______________________________________
Ph.# (    ) _______________

Address_____________________________________

  _____________________________________






Passenger Name___________________________
        $10.00 Cert. Fee Paid    Y     N



Start Witness

Name______________________________________
Phone (    ) ______________

Address____________________________________

  ____________________________________

Location________________________________________________________________

End Witness

Name______________________________________
Phone (    ) ______________

Address____________________________________

  ____________________________________

Location________________________________________________________________

Ending Odometer Reading____________________
Date / Time______________










        ______________

Trip Comments:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Trip Log

Date

Time – Time Zone

Location

Odometer Reading

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Be sure to attach copies of ALL Receipts in the order listed on the log sheet. Failure to do so could disqualify your run!

